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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This document deals with the selection of athletes from the Alberta Division:

· To compete at the Alberta Championships

· To compete at the Alberta Winter Games

· To compete at the Canada Winter Games

· To compete at the Junior National Championships

· To compete at the Canadian National Championships

· To compete at the Canadian Series

· For selection to the Alberta Teams

· For distribution of Canada West Passes.

2.0 RANKING LISTS

For the purpose of ranking Alberta athletes, the Alberta division will recognize the following events:

· Alberta Provincials

· Canadians Series 

· Canada Winter Games

· NorAm

· Junior National Championships 

· Canadian National Championships

· Junior World Championships

· World Cup 

· World Championships

· WSI Event
· Dew Tour Qualifier (if 6 or more AB athletes can participate)
· Aspen Open

· USSA Revolution Tour

Two ranking lists will be established for each discipline (Moguls, Big Air/Slopestyle, Park&Pipe) one for male athletes and one for female athletes. All eligible athletes will be ranked by discipline, regardless of the age category they represent. Comparing the athlete’s next highest RPA scores will break ties on the ranking lists.

3.0 ALBERTA RPA RANKING LIST 

While doing the data entry for RPA rankings and a situation arises that proves that the written rules are clearly not the fair way to do the rankings the RPA committee will take the situation to the ADC via email to get a vote on a fair way of completing the rankings. 

The RPA committee will consist of: the Executive Director, the Director at large, one head coach, and 2 other volunteers.

RPA stands for Rating Points Average. It is the basis for ranking Alberta athletes in moguls, tabletop and half pipe.  RPA is determined by awarding the best score an RPA of 1000. All other scores will then be a percentage of the best score. In other words we divide all the scores by the winning score. 

For example: the best score of a mogul run is 24.6. This score results in an RPA of 1000(Winner = 1000). The next best score is 23.1.  23.1 ( 24.6 = 0.939.  The RPA will be 939. Once all scores are converted to RPA they are ranked from highest to lowest.

Two ranking lists are established one for male athletes and one for female athletes using results from CFSA or FIS sanctioned events of Provincial level or higher.  Using only the RPA, regardless of the age category they represent, will rank all eligible athletes. 

For all disciplines, for events that use solely the best of 2 run format; when calculating the RPA only the final result/score  will be used for the RPA calculation for a given event.

For all Disciplines, for events that use the qualification round format; each round will be entered as their own event. Each round will compare scores to that round’s winning score and not to the final round’s winning score to calculate the RPA. Athletes will only use their best RPA from the event. In events where there are more than 1 round and rounds occur over multiple days, an athlete will still use their best RPA from the entire event. 

Note: Half Pipe events will use best of 2 runs formats within the elimination round format, in this case an athlete will still just use one RPA from the entire event but can use their higher RPA from the entire event.

Dual Moguls – where Dual Moguls is run using the FIS format (all athletes perform 1 single mogul run, the top 16 athletes dual to determine ranking) scores from the single mogul run will be used on the Alberta Ranking List.

4.0 WEIGHTING OF MOGUL COMPETITIONS

Mogul events are given different values. The skill level and depth of field varies from one event to another.

Example: If an athlete wins an Alberta Championship they get an RPA of 1000. If an athlete wins a NORAM they get an RPA of 1000. The Alberta Championship is then weighted 70%. Therefore the winner of an Alberta Championship’s RPA is now corrected to = 700.


Canadian Championships 100% 

Provincials: 60%

Provincial with top RPA: 70%

Jr. Nationals: 75%
Canadian Series 80%
Canada Winter Games: 80%
Canadian Selection 85%
Nor Am 100%

Jr. World Champs 100%

· When the top 10 men and top 5 women  from the current Alberta RPA ranking list are present at Alberta Provincials the value of the event increases by 10%  In the case where just a few of the top athletes are present each athletes represents 1% for men and 2% for women until the max of 70% is reached.

· The RPA list from the previous season will be used until the first AB Provincial competition; after that the current RPA ranking list will be used.

· In elimination rounds all final results will be weighted an additional 2% when calculating the AFSA RPA.

· Athletes will only be allowed to use 1 RPA from a competition. RPA calculations will automatically use the higher RPA from a competition. This applies to all competition formats.

5.0 WEIGHTING OF PARK & PIPE COMPETITIONS and BIG AIR/SLOPESTYLE COMPETITIONS
Half Pipe and Table Top events are given different values. The skill level and depth of field varies from one event to another.

Example: If an athlete wins an Alberta Championship they get an RPA of 1000. If an athlete wins a NORAM they get an RPA of 1000. The Alberta Championship is then weighted 65%.  Therefore the winner of an Alberta Championship’s RPA is now corrected to = 650. 

            90/95/100% (qualifiers/semis/finals) for World Cup and pro events
90/95% (semi/final) for Jr. World Champs

85/90% (semi/finals) for NorAms

80/85% (semi/finals) for Rev Tour

80% for Nationals

80% for Canada Winter Games

75% for Junior Nationals
75/80% (semis/finals) for Canadian Series 

65% for Provincials

· When the top 10 men and top 5 women from the current Alberta RPA ranking list are present at Alberta Provincials the value of the event increases by 10%  In the case where just a few of the top athletes are present each athletes represents 1% for men and 2% for women until the max of 75% is reached.

· National Championships increase weighting by 2% for any National Team Athletes (Trennon’s team)

· The RPA list from the previous season will be used until the first ranked event; after that the current RPA ranking list will be used.  

· Top score of the round will be used to calculate the RPA.
6.0 AGE CATEGORIES
Athlete’s age for purpose of categories is determined by their age on June 31st, of the current competition season..

Senior 19 and over

Junior 16-18

Juvenile 14-15

Youth 12-13

Novice 11 and under

7.0 PROVINCIALS & ALBERTA CHAMPIONSHIPS
There are two provincial competitions and an Alberta Championships held annually.  Athletes from all over Alberta compete against each other.  Athletes who wish to qualify for higher-level competitions and to make the Alberta Team must perform well at these events.

Moguls: The maximum number of mogul runs in a day is 150. This can be best of two format if we have 75 athletes or less, if we have 76 athletes and over there will be a cut to 50% for 2nd run. Scoring will provide a paper cut of 16 men and 8. The first provincial will seed 50% of the spots based on ratio of field for men and women from the previous years Alberta ranking and the remainder of the spots will be divided up among all the clubs and Alberta team equally.  The second provincial will seed 50% of the spots with the previous years Alberta ranking and the remainder or the spots seeded with the club rankings with the exception that each club will get one spot for allocation of their choice. Should a ranking athlete choose not to fill his/her spot that spot will be filled by continuing down the ranking list. 
The time points for moguls at provincials and club level will be the same as Junior Nationals.
Other disciplines: There are 100 Air spots per discipline: Aerial, Table Top, Slopestyle, and Half Pipe. The first 50 spots will be seeded from the previous year’s discipline ranking list. The 50 spots will be divided by the percentage male/female participation (Ratio of Field).  Should a ranking athlete choose not to fill his/her spot that spot will be filled by continuing down the list. The remaining 50 spots will be divided equally among the existing number of registered clubs.  These unseeded spots are at the discretion of each club coach. Any spots left over after this formula will be distributed to clubs on a first come first serve basis 

Competition Format for Provincials and AB Championships in the 2010-2011 Season: 

The format for the disciplines of Moguls (depending on the field size), Big Air, Slopestyle and Half Pipe will be the best score from 2 runs. Final results will be determined by the best score of the day for each athlete.  Dual Moguls will be run by elimination format seeded from the single mogul event according to age category at the AB Championships.

Aerials will be the sum of the 2 jumps.

For Provincial events, traditional aerial events will only allow inverted tricks, no upright tricks.
Age Categories: To ensure consistency of judging the events will be run women and then men.  Awards will be presented to the top 3 men and women in each discipline. As well awards will be presented in age categories (Youth, Juvenile, Junior, Senior).

Non-Alberta athletes are permitted to compete at the Alberta Championships provided:

a) They have proper insurance coverage

b) Alberta athletes are given first right of refusal to enter the event up to the set maximum entries as set out in the selection criteria

c) Entries for non-Alberta athletes will be accepted prior to the event.  Their spot will be guaranteed 1 week prior to the event coinciding with the early registration deadline.  

d) Non-Alberta athletes cannot take spots away from Alberta athletes if a cut is utilized. If there is a cut to 16 and 3 out of province skiers maid the cut, the cut would then be 16 +3 for a total of 19 athletes in the finals.

10.0 ALBERTA WINTER GAMES

It is the goal of the Alberta Sport, Recreation, Parks & Wildlife Foundation to promote and facilitate a multi-sport event for Alberta’s Youth for the enhancement of sport development.  The purpose of the Alberta Winter Games (AWG) is:

· To provide a competitive opportunity for developing athletes

· To motivate Albertans to achieve a higher level of physical fitness

· To assist athletes with the interest and ability to work toward their maximum potential

· To provide competition that will serve the developmental needs for each sport throughout Alberta

· To showcase the talents of Albertans in a wide range of sport and activities

· To develop the cultural and social components as an enhancement to Games in Alberta

· To provide each hosting community with a legacy of experienced volunteers and upgrade facilities
Events to be determined for 2012 AWG
· Table Top or Slopestyle – Two (2) jumps or runs, best one (1) counts: 

· Moguls – Two (2) run, best run counts:

· Half Pipe – Two (2) runs best one (1) counts

Age categories & medals: as of June 30, 

Novice: 10-12 years of age

Youth: 13 – 14 years of age

Juvenile: 15-16 years of age    These should match freestyle categories such as M4,F4, M3 and F3 for ease of scoring at qualifying events.
Zone Affiliation

Generally each athlete should compete for the zone in which their designated club ski hill is located. 
Selection process

Selection for the Alberta Winter Games will be determined by the results at the Alberta Winter Games Zone Playoff   to be held before January15th at each clubs home venue.

Each zone is allowed (8) eight spots – four (4) males and four (4) females.  The ratio per gender is the top two (2) mogul skiers and top two (2) Table Top skiers.  

These spots are transferable to fill the quotas for each zone. Age categories will not be factored in.  

At the games selected athletes are encouraged to participate in all disciplines of our sport.

Fill Policy – A fill policy will be in effect where zones not filling all spots are to notify the Provincial Sport Advisor.  Zones requesting additional spots are to apply to the Provincial Sport Advisor – Executive Director.  A draw will take place to equal out spots from the zones amongst those zones requesting additional spots.  If zones are not able to fill with female athletes, then male athletes may be selected.

Eligibility of Alberta Games Competitors

· Competitors shall be open to Albertans whose major domicile has been the province of Alberta for a period of (6) months prior to the Games, with the following exceptions.

· Students residing in Alberta but studying outside the province are eligible to qualify.

· Members and dependents of members of the Canadian Armed Forces residing in Alberta, who have been posted to a location within Alberta for a minimum of six (6) months, are eligible to qualify.

· Athletes residing at an address outside the Province of Alberta are eligible for the Alberta Games if they meet both of the following conditions

· They reside near the Alberta boundary and associate primarily with Albertans in league, school, or team play;

· They do not compete in any leagues, provincial play downs or Provincial Games of any other province, and are eligible for membership in the Alberta Sport Association.

The Provincial Sport Association and the Alberta, Sport, Recreation Parks & Wildlife Foundation (ASRPWF) must approve teams and individuals in the above situations, before entering zone playoffs.

· Athletes will compete for the club in which they are registered with and zones will be allocated to clubs as follows 

Castle Mountain FSC: Zone 1, 

SAFSC: Zone 2, 

COP and Calgary Freeriderz: Zone 3, 

CAFSC: Zone 4, 

JFSC: Zone 5, 

Edmonton FSC and Tawatinaw Valley: Zone 6,

FFSC, K-Squad Mogul, and Bow Valley: Zone 7, 

Northern Extreme FSC: Zone 8

· The first unused spots go to the freestyle clubs with the largest number of LTAD “train to train” athletes until all zones are equal.
· Students attending any educational institution on a full time basis in a zone other than that of their permanent residence may if they wish compete in that zone.

· Members of a “National Team” for a given sport are not eligible.  An athlete, who has tried out for but not made a position on a national team, will still be eligible for Alberta Games.

· The Provincial Sport Association MUST approve all athletes competing in the Games.

· Affiliation at the zone and provincial level is required.  Athletes must have minimum AFSA/CFSA Entry Level Club membership. 

· Athletes who have competed in Sr. Canadian Championships, FIS level competitions (NorAm) and higher in the previous competition season are not eligible to participate in Alberta Winter Games.  

· Athletes who have competed in the Canada Games are ineligible to compete in the Alberta Games in the same sport.

· Each athlete may participate in only ONE sport at the Alberta Winter Games.
· They are also responsible for attending the zone meeting with the AWG Organizing Committee.
Games Registration Fee and Deadline

· All zone team competitors, who qualify to compete at the 2012 Alberta Winter Games (excluding, coaches and chaperones), are required to pay the individual registration fee.  This fee will go towards offsetting the costs related to transportation accommodations, meals, zone identification vests, medals, athlete entertainment and sport competitions.

· The zone-affiliated club will collect this registration fee, once selections have been completed.

· All athletes who compete in the zone playoffs must hand in a fully completed registration form at the zone playoffs when they register for the event.  Registration forms will be handed out by the club coach. 

Coaches & Chaperones

· All coaches and chaperones must be at least eighteen (18) years old by the start of the Alberta Games. 

· A minimum of one (1) member per zone of the staff registered as coaches must be fully certified (theory, technical, and practical) under the National Coaching Certification Program (NCCP) to at least certified Club Coach.

11.JUNIOR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Junior National Championship is an opportunity for junior, juvenile and youth age category athletes from across Canada to compete against each other.

Determination of Provincial Quotas:  The Canadian National Freestyle Ski Association establishes the allocation of divisional quotas for Junior Nationals. This allocation is based on a percentage of the total number of registered competitors in all CFSA divisions during the previous season. The number of divisional quotas in each discipline may vary depending on the maximum number of competitors that CFSA establishes for each event.

The quotas allocated to the Alberta Division are the property of AFSA. Only AFSA is empowered to select the athletes to fill the quotas allocated to the Alberta Division for Junior Nationals.

Unused quotas will be allocated by CFSA to divisions that request additional quotas on a first come first serve basis. If additional quotas are required, CFSA must be notified in writing as soon as possible.

Age Categories:  

Youth -Thirteen years of age or under as of the July 1st prior to the Junior National Championships.

Juvenile - Fourteen or fifteen years of age as of the July 1st prior to the Junior National Championships.

Junior - Sixteen to eighteen years of age as of the July 1st prior to the Junior National Championships.

If, at the close of Final Registration for an event, there are fewer than five athletes registered in a given age category, the age categories in that event shall be merged. 

Eligibility for Selection to Junior Nationals:  To be eligible for the selection of athletes to compete at Junior Nationals, an athlete must:

a) Be a member in good standing with AFSA

b) Meet the age requirements for Junior Nationals. Athlete must be 18 years of age or under as of July 1 prior to the event. 

For Jr. Nationals Wild Card selection the athlete is required to be a current Canadian Competitor in that discipline.

Selection Process:  Selection for Junior Nationals will be based off of the Alberta ranking list for each discipline. National Development Team athletes will automatically be awarded with an Alberta spot in their discipline if they do not have results that rank them on the AB Ranking list.   All athletes eligible for selection will be ranked using their 2 highest ranking events, from any CFSA or FIS sanctioned events of Provincial level (Alberta Championships) or higher from the current competition season up to the selection deadline set each year.  If only one competition opportunity is offered in a discipline prior to the selection deadline all athletes will be able to pull their best RPA/score from the previous competition season.

Wild Card for Jr. Nationals:

For Junior Nationals, the last male and last female spot in each discipline quota will be reserved as a “wild card” spot.  E.g. If the Quota for Moguls is 14 men and 4 Women, then the 14th spot for men and the 4th spot for women becomes the “Wild Card” spot.  The Wild Card spot offers an opportunity for those athletes who are injured, miss a competition, or who just had a poor performance.  Wild Card selection will use the highest RPA from the current season combined with the highest RPA from the previous season.   The Wild Card spot is then offered to the highest ranking athlete on this list who has not yet been selected.  If an athlete refuses their Wild Card spot, it goes to the next athlete on the Wild Card ranking list.  
Assigning Quotas to Athletes:  The procedure is as follows:

1) Identify the number of quotas assigned to the Alberta Division by discipline.

2) Identify if there are any National Development Team athletes who will require a spot for Junior Nationals.

3) Spots will be allocated in a. 1:2 W/M ratio in the case of 15 spots or less. For 16 spots and more it will go to % of field ratio from current RPA. 

4) Assign quotas of the male/female athletes on the basis of their ranking, and one wild card spot (the last selected spot as per the quota)

5) Athletes who cannot be offered Junior National spots because of quota limitations will be considered alternates. If an athlete offered a spot does not accept the offer within the determined deadline, or more quotas become available, then the spot will be offered to the next highest ranked athlete off of the list including a “wild card” RPA from last season.

6) The selection event cutoff date will be determined by the Athlete Development Committee each year during the fall ADC meeting. The team will  be selected a minimum of 2 weeks prior to the 1st official training day of Jr. Nationals to allow for as many competitive opportunities as possible but travel should be taken into consideration as well. 
7)   If any changes are needed to alter the above, it will be done by a conference call involving the   ADC.
8)   For selection for the Hybrid Aerial Event (AERIALS & TABLE TOP competing in the same event and judged compared to one another.) AFSA will select table top athletes only
For Selection Events to Jr. Nationals, we are going to guarantee 1 male and 1 female spot to the hybrid event for traditional aerials then use percentage of field between table top and aerials. Events where the hybrid event is usually used are Junior Nationals in the year preceeding a Canada Winter Games and CWG.
11.0 WILD CARD

An athlete's Wild Card is their best RPA score from the previous season for each discipline (moguls, big air/slopestyle, aerials, halfpipe)  in which they competed.  Wild Cards are used for selection to specific events where stated Wild Card will be used, i.e. Jr. Nationals. Wild Card selection will use the highest RPA from the current season combined with the highest RPA from the previous season.   The Wild Card spot is then offered to the highest ranking athlete on this list who has not yet been selected.  If an athlete refuses their Wild Card spot, it goes to the next athlete on the Wild Card ranking list.  
12.0 CANADIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Canadian Championships attracts the best Freestyle Skiers in Canada including all the Canadian Olympic and World Champions.

Age Categories:  There shall be no age categories for Canadian Championships.

Selection Process:  Determined by the Canadian Freestyle Skiing Association.

Moguls: The total number of domestic quotas, including Alberta’s quotas, is established by the CFSA. The Canadian Championship serves as the Grand Prix Final for the Canada Post Mogul Cup Tour which also includes the Canada Cup (Canadian Selections event), Canadian Series, and Junior Nationals.  Newly announced for the 2010-2011 season, check the CFSA website for national ranking and selection details.

Aerials, Slopestyle, Half Pipe – These events have sometimes been open at Nationals.  Otherwise the CFSA sets selection criteria using a declared national ranking system. The total number of domestic quotas, including Alberta’s quota, is established by the CFSA.

13.0 CANADIAN SERIES

Provincial Teams from across Canada compete against one another for spots at the National Championships.  The Canadian Series competitions are held annually, in the east and in the west.   

Age Categories:  There shall be no age categories.

Selection Process:  80% of the Alberta quota in each of the disciplines, Moguls, Aerials, Table Top, Slopestyle and Half Pipe will be seeded from the previous season’s appropriate discipline ranking lists.  20% of the quota will be used for Taxi Squad spots.  Seeded athletes must purchase a Canadian Competitor II license by December 15th prior to the competition season to accept their spot.  The Taxi Spots will be filled from the current years Ranking lists to date with the following drops.
0-4 comps = 1 drop

5-8 comps=  2 drops 

!4. 0 CANADA WINTER GAMES
Canadian Freestyle and Sport Canada’s Criteria for Canada Winter Games

The Canada Winter Games is a national multi-sport competition for Canadian youth.

Participants:

Competitors:
4 Male

4 Female

Staff:

1 Manager & 3 Coaches, one of whom must be male and one of whom must be female.

CLASSIFICATION / Age Categories: 

Athletes must be born on or after July 2, 1992 and on or before July 1, 1996 inclusive. This falls within the CFSA age category for Juvenile/Junior. 

Coaches Eligibility:  Any staff listed as coaches on the official registration form must be fully certified (theory, technical and practical) under the National Coaching Certification Program to at least Level 3 in Moguls or Aerials or the equivalent in the new NCCP Competition Stream, Development Context (Trained Status).  These coaches must be so certified not later than 90 days before the opening of the Games. 

Competitors Eligibility:

Excluded from the Canada Games are: 

a) Athletes that have held C or Senior cards (as defined by Sport 

Canada's Athlete Assistance program) at any time; 

 b) Athletes that have been National World Cup Team members at any 

time; 

 c) Athletes that are part of the 2010/11 National Development Team; 

 d) Athletes that have competed for any nation at any senior Pan American 

Games, Olympic Games, or Senior World Championships  

Half-Pipe athletes who competed in the 2007 and 2009 World Championships are 

excluded from the 2011 Canada Winter Games. 

 No athlete can be rendered ineligible within 90 days of the opening of the Games due 

to carding status or national team status (i.e., no athlete will be excluded if they become 

National Senior Team members for the first time or are granted carding status after 

November 13, 2010).

Competition:  

The Canadian Freestyle Ski Association (CFSA) Rules and Regulations will be in effect. 

Competitions will be held in:
Moguls: Semi Finals 
One run 

Final 

One run 
Dual Moguls: Elimination format 
Aerials: Semi Finals 
Best score of two jumps 

Finals 

Best score of two jumps 
Half-Pipe: Semi Finals 
Best score of two runs 

Finals 

Best score of two runs
For the general rules of the Freestyle events in CWG please visit the Alberta Sport or CFSA Websites. 
AFSA 2011 Canada Winter Games Selection Criteria:

· Canada Winter Games selection event cut off date will be January 4, 2011

· Maximum of 3 results used from the 2009/2010 season.

· Athletes are required to use at least 1 result from the 2010/2011 season.

· AFSA will be selecting 8 athletes

· 4 female and 4 male.

· Top 2 Mogul skiers, Top 2 Park & Pipe Skiers for each gender.

· Injury clause will be in effect wherever needed so long as a physician’s note is provided and the athlete is returned to competitive form prior to January 4, 2011.

Mogul Spots - Selection for the Mogul and Dual Mogul event at CWG will be based off of the Alberta Mogul RPA ranking list. All athletes eligible for selection will be ranked using their best 4 RPA results including one from the 2010/2011 season, from any CFSA or FIS sanctioned events of Provincial level (Alberta Championships) or higher up to the selection deadline.

Park & Pipe Spots: Selection for the Half Pipe event as well as the Hybrid Aerial event at CWG will be based off of the Alberta Park & Pipe RPA ranking list. All athletes eligible for selection will be ranked using their best 4 RPA results including one from the 2010/2011 season, from any CFSA or FIS sanctioned events or non-sanction AFSA and CFSA recognized events of Provincial level (Alberta Championships) or higher up to the selection deadline. One of which may be a Table Top or Slopestyle RPA.
   NORAM SPOTS

The North American or Nor-AM Tour is an International FIS sanctioned event series.  The series consists of 4 - 6 competitions held annually in Canada and the United States.  
NorAm Spots are allocated to each province based on the CFSA NorAm allocation policy.  AFSA assigns these spots to Alberta athletes based on the provincial ranking lists.  Alberta athletes who qualify for a NorAm spot and are not a member of the Alberta Team and wish to take their NorAm spot must be committed to the entire tour and purchase a NorAm License by October 30th before the competition season.

One (1) NorAm spot will remain the property of the Alberta Team.  This spot will be a taxi spot distributed to athletes by the Alberta Team Head Coach at the coach’s discretion based on current season results and training efforts.

  EVENT SELECTION INJURY CLAUSE

If an athlete is unable to compete in a selection event due to injury/illness, results from the previous season can be used.  Provided a) proper documentation from a medical doctor is supplied b) they have demonstrated to their club/team coach and the competition coach 14 days prior to the event that they can compete at the same skill level as their previous season results.  Coaches must provide documentation of approval and parent approval.
The maximum amount of time an athlete can go back to use injury clause shall be one season as of December 1st of the previous season.

An injury clause request form needs to be filed before the next Provincial event or higher and submitted to AFSA.

   
ALBERTA TEAM SELECTION CRITERIA

The Alberta Freestyle Ski Team comprises the best provincial Freestyle Skiers in the province that represent Alberta in Provincial, National and International competitions.  The goal of the provincial team program is to advance the skills of the athletes and to offer high-level competition opportunities in a team atmosphere to ultimately qualify him/her for the National Program or highest FIS/International level of competition.

There must be at least 6 interested athletes that meet a minimum skill level to form a provincial team for any Freestyle discipline (Moguls, Aerials, Park & Pipe).  A maximum team size will be decided based upon the number of eligible athletes and AFSA budget.  Alberta will explore ways to support athletes in a discipline where there are not enough athletes to support a team. The number of available team spots will be divided by the percentage male/female participation (Ratio of Field) with a minimum of 2 female/ 2 male spots per discipline.

Once athletes are selected to the team in their discipline they will be encouraged to train with the other disciplines as a form of cross training to develop them as a well rounded athlete. 

Minimum Skill Level (MSL) athletes will be selected to fill spots as a priority.

In the case where there are no athletes who meet MSL to fill the team AFSA will go to the next ranked athlete to be considered. To be considered there will be a screening process in which the AB Team coaches, the respective club coach, and the Executive Director will all assess whether the athlete is of the level to take part in the AB Team program.

Out of province athletes – To be considered for selection to the Alberta Team athletes must be a permanent residence of Alberta as of April 1st prior to the next competition season as determined by the Alberta Government. Alberta athletes are selected first, out of province athletes will be considered on a case by case review by the Board of Directors.

Aerials:  Selection of Aerial athletes to the Alberta Team will be based off of the Alberta Aerial ranking list.  All athletes eligible for selection will be ranked using their 3 highest ranking events, from any CFSA or FIS sanctioned events of Provincial level (Alberta Championships) or higher in the current competition season.  

Minimum Skill Level – men and women must have completed 2 different inverted tricks successfully in competition.

Park & Pipe: Selection of Park & Pipe athletes to the Alberta Team will be based off of the Alberta Park & Pipe RPA list which uses each athletes’ 3 best RPA scores from 3 different events from any CFSA or FIS sanctioned events of Provincial level (Alberta Championships) or higher in the current competition season. Park & Pipe Athletes can use one of their 3 RPA from either Slopestyle or Table Top.

Minimum Skill Level for Men:

Must be able to perform at least one of the following skills, ABOVE the lip of the half pipe in contest:
- 900 

-Switch 540

-Flare or 540 with a height of at least 7 feet.

-Controlled, grabbed straight air with a height of at least 12 feet.

MSL for Women:

Must be able to perform at least one of the following skills, AT OR ABOVE the lip of the half pipe in contest:
-540

-Flare

-Controlled, grabbed straight air with a height of at least 6 feet.
Video footage may be submitted as confirmation of MSL.
Moguls:  Selection of Mogul athletes to the Alberta Team will be based off of the Alberta Mogul ranking list.  All athletes eligible for selection will be ranked using their 3 highest ranking events, from any CFSA or FIS sanctioned events of Provincial level (Alberta Championships) or higher in the current competition season.

Minimum Skill Level – Men and Women must achieve an RPA of 600 twice during the current competition season in ranked events.

Shelf life for Mogul Team - Athletes will be evaluated on an annual basis in order to retain their position on provincial team. 

 ALBERTA TEAM INJURY CLAUSE

If an Alberta athlete becomes injured and is unable to compete due to the injury, the athlete could be awarded a spot on the team in the next competitive season.  
· Proper documentation from a medical doctor must be supplied.   
· Athletes are only eligible for the “Injury Clause” if they have competed in less than 66% (two thirds) of the competitions offered within a discipline offered in the current competition season due to injury.  
Once it is determined an athlete is eligible to use the injury clause they will be ranked on the current season ranking list using their RPA scores from the current season pulling RPA scores from the previous season from the same time frame of injury and from the same calibre of events missed in the current season. If there are still not enough results then that athlete can use their most recent results to the injury time frame from the previous season. (Injury time frame is the dates in which the athlete was injured and unable to ski.) 
The maximum amount of time an athlete can go back to use injury clause shall be one season as of December 1st of the previous season.
If an athlete intends to use the injury clause they must send written notification and proof to the AFSA office as soon as they become injured. The office must also me notified when the athlete is able to return to competition.
Injury Clause request form needs to be filed before the next Provincial event or higher.

  FAST TRACK AWARDS TO DEVELOPING ATHLETES

Foundation for Athletes and Sport Training (FAST) will be awarding FAST Track cash bursaries and FAST Toolkits.  The website with details is www.fastcanada.org  Applications to be received by the Alberta Freestyle Skiing Association.  Applicants will be ranked according the Alberta Freestyle Skiing Ranking list in their respective disciplines and forwarded to FAST Sport Advisory Group.  Awards will be announced in March each year should an Alberta athlete receive an award.

  CANADA WEST ALL AREA SKI PASS

A Canada West pass allows high performance athletes to ski at all ski areas in Western Canada.  Alberta Freestyle is given the opportunity to distribute a given number of these passes each season.    The Canada West Ski Area Association (CWSAA) establishes total number of passes allocated per discipline and division. The number of passes given to Alberta Freestyle is based on the number of junior age NorAm competitive athlete members in Alberta and the conduct of athletes in previous years.  Only AFSA is empowered to distribute passes to athletes and coaches within Alberta.
Passes will be distributed to athletes and coaches based on the corresponding discipline ranking list in the following order:

Alberta Team Mogul Athletes

Alberta Team Mogul Coach(es)

Alberta Team Park & Pipe Athletes

Alberta Team Park & Pipe Coach(es)

Alberta National Mogul Development Team Athletes 

Alberta Ranked Mogul Athletes

Alberta Ranked Park & Pipe Athletes

NATIONAL SPORT SCHOOL AFSA CRITERIA 2010/2011
As of January 1, 2010
Freestyle Skiing Contact:


Maureen Calder, Executive Director
Alberta Freestyle Skiing Association
88 Canada Olympic Road SW

Calgary, AB T3B 5R5

Phone:  403-297-2718   Fax 403-202-2522

Email: info@abfreestyle.com  

PSO Criteria: 

Requirements:

1. Athlete in good standing with AFSA and CFSA.

2. Must meet one of the following criteria;

· Nationally carded athlete.

· Athlete selected to the National High Performance Program.

· Provincially ranked in the following guidelines:

i. Top 10 AFSA Overall Rankings of high school eligible athletes. 

ii. Top 5 AFSA Juvenile Rankings

3. Have the athlete’s coach submit the AFSA coach evaluation form.

Notes:

· Student athletes will require NSS Sport Criteria approval from the respective sport contact at the beginning of every year that they plan to enter the NSS. CODA is responsible for obtaining this Sport Criteria approval.

· Appeal Process: Any athlete who is dissatisfied with the result of the application would follow the same appeal process as Alberta Team selection criteria (i.e. submit a letter of appeal to the Executive Director).
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